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In the Fall of 2021, churches throughout the United States joined the worldwide 
Catholic Church in entering the diocesan phase of the “Synod - For a Synodal 
Church: Communion, Participation, and Mission.” Over 700,000 individuals 
participated, with over 22,000 reports contributed from individual parishes and 
other groups. Here at St. Philip’s, 72 individuals came together for a Saturday of 
prayer, listening (to the Holy Spirit and each other) and then sharing their thoughts 

and concerns. Our inputs were combined with others from the Diocese and then further integrated into the 
national effort. For those of you who gave of your time and energy to make sure our parish was a vibrant part of 
this effort, I offer my sincere THANK YOU. For all of our parishioners, I encourage you to read 
the following report. It presents a comprehensive look at the joys, concerns, and mindset of 
US Catholics about many of the pressing issues facing our church today.  
 

Bishop Daniel Flores, Chairman of the Committee on Doctrine within the USCCB, recently 
published the synthesis of the inputs from across the country.  I highly encourage you to read 
the entire report (use QR code to open it on your phone), but at a minimum, please read the 

shortened version which we have prepared for you from the larger document.    Fr. John 

 

National Synthesis of the People of God in the United 
States for the Diocesan Phase of the 2021-2023 Synod 

 

Responding to what our Holy Father Pope Francis has asked of us as the People of God to do, this Synthesis is an 
expression of what we as a Church have heard each other say when asked about our deepest preoccupations 
and hopes for the Catholic Church. Overall, “participants expressed much appreciation and gratitude for the 
support they experience in serving the community and praying together. Parish life and social activities foster a 
sense of community and strengthen personal relationships among members.” Throughout the process, this joy 
permeated all the discussions, even when the conversations touched on very painful and difficult topics. What 
follows is a synthesis of the honest and authentic contributions – joyous, or painful as they might be.  Several 
broad categories emerged as critically important to the People of God in the United States. 

Enduring Wounds  

Several enduring wounds emerged. Many of these wounds have been inflicted not only by individual members 
of the Church but often by the institution itself.  Participants appreciated the opportunity to share their stories— 
including painful ones—without interruption or contradiction.  Many expressed that the process and the 
experience were healing and hopeful, and desperately needed in the Church today. 
Sexual abuse crisis - Chief among the enduring wounds is the still-unfolding effects of the sexual abuse crisis.  

The sin and crime of sexual abuse has eroded not only trust in the hierarchy and the moral integrity of the 
Church, but also created a culture of fear that keeps people from entering into relationship with one 
another and thus from experiencing the sense of belonging and connectedness for which they yearn. 

Covid-19 - The pandemic itself “has led to the fraying of our communities in some ways, accelerating a trend 
towards disengagement and intensifying the isolation and loneliness of many -- youth, and the elderly in 
particular.” A large number of the faithful have not yet returned to worship. However, to others, “absence 
heightened a sense of how important the experience of Church and, more particularly, Eucharist is for the 
life of faith.” 

Polarized & Marginalization - Another enduring wound was that the Church seems deeply divided, polarized, 
creating a profound sense of pain and anxiety. Sadly, celebration of the Eucharist is also experienced as an 
area of division within the church – especially the celebration of the pre-Vatican II Mass. Additionally, some 
offered that “partisan politics is infiltrating homilies and ministry, and this trend has created divisions and 
intimidation among believers.”  Closely related, is the wound of marginalization. Not only do those who 
experience this wound suffer, but marginalization has become a source of scandal for some who perceive 
the Church as hypocritical and failing to act consistently with justice toward diverse communities. 

 

 



Enhancing Communion & Participation 

Specific topics of Communion & Participation arose in almost every synodal consultation.  Believers desire to 
draw closer to God and each other through a deeper knowledge of Scripture, prayer, and sacramental 
celebrations, especially the Eucharist. 
Sacramental Life - The Eucharist in the lives of Catholics was a significant starting point for many of the 

consultations. While divisions exist, many saw the Eucharist as the source of hope for greater unity as the 
Body of Christ. 

A Welcoming Church - The most common desire named in the synodal consultations was to be a more 
welcoming Church where all members can find accompaniment on the journey. The synodal consultations 
mentioned several areas where there existed a tension between how to walk with people while remaining 
faithful to the teachings of the Church -- “for many, the perception is that the blanket application of rules 
and policies is used as a means of wielding power or acting as a gatekeeper.”    The hope for a welcoming 
Church expressed itself clearly with the desire to accompany with authenticity LGBTQ+ persons and their 
families. People want the Church to be a home for the wounded and broken, not an institution for the 
perfect. 

Youth - Practically all synodal consultations shared a deep ache in the wake of the departure of young people 
and viewed this as integrally connected to becoming a more welcoming Church. Young people voiced a 
feeling of exclusion and desired to participate more fully as members of the parish community. The feeling 
of exclusion also manifested itself in some youth seeking a sense of belonging in the Church’s ancient 
tradition of faith, prayer, and devotion. “Youth … stressed that they should not be seen and spoken of 
mostly as the future of the Church, but should be recognized for their importance now and given a 
significant voice in the present.” 

Ongoing Formation for Mission 

Another common hope was the desire for life-long spiritual, pastoral, and catechetical formation as disciples. 
Consultations made clear the importance of evangelization as we continue to live out the Church’s mission, 
which requires stronger formation. Many expressed a “strong desire to hear better homilies from our ministers, 
and to learn how to translate the knowledge of their faith learned from the Sunday homily into effective action.” 
Social Mission - Synodal consultations acknowledged that “the Church needs to help parishioners understand 

the connection between Catholic social teaching and outreach beyond the borders of the parish. 
Communications – There is a hope for the Church to commit to strengthening communication. Improvements 

are needed between and among dioceses, parishes, and parishioners.  Other participants saw the Church’s 
use of digital media as essential to bringing the faith to the public square and to serve as the Church’s voice 
in social and political arenas. 

Co-responsibility - A genuine appreciation for the role of the laity in the Church and its mission was a hope that 
arose often. “Many want to see Church leadership take more seriously the talents and knowledge of the 
laity. This insight reflected a recognition of the tension between a genuine love for clergy, balanced by an 
awareness of clericalism preventing full accompaniment and collaboration by the laity. A great deal of what 
must be done in a parish does not require ordination and many lay people have administrative and 
organizational skills. They could relieve pastors of some of the burden, freeing priests to be present and to 
develop relationships with people of the parish – something both priests and lay people desire.” 

Engaging Discernment 

The synodal experience has enabled hundreds of thousands of Catholics throughout the United States to re-
engage in the simple practice of gathering, praying together, and listening to one another. There was wide 
acknowledgment from the regions that the call to participate in a synodal time in the Church was initially met 
with skepticism and suspicion; however, the regions also report that the experience itself dispelled many of the 
misgivings. Within a context of pandemic, polarization, and ongoing sexual abuse wounds, there has appeared a 
seed of renewal, “a commitment to re-learn the art of listening and envision a new mission, goals, and priorities 
– remembering that we are on a pilgrimage together.”  
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